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Radio Graetz Gross Super 156 W, 1951 
 


 


 
 


This is one of the earliest FM radio, built in 1951. The cabinet is finished in walnut-
root with golden decoration. The radio has four bands, including FM which covers 
the unusual range from 86 to 101 MHz. A bandspread dial, 'KW Lupe', is available in 
the short wave, by pushing the tuning knob. The tone knob, on the left side of the 
cabinet, also controls the AM bandwidth, changing the seating of additional coupling 
coils inside two IF transformers. Four watts audio output stage, with electro-dynamic 
speaker. Power save feature: by pulling the volume control knob, the plate voltage, 
and hence the output power is lowered. Tubes are quite old: the FM tuner uses two 
rimlock pentodes EF42. The radio uses nine tubes plus one selenium bridge rectifier: 
EF42, EF42, ECH42, EF41, EAF42, EB41, EF41, EL11, EM34, AEG 300B100. 
 
Key features: 
 
 Very early FM set, 1951: FM ranges from 86 to 101 MHz 
 Cam and slide band switch 
 Bandspread available through the short wave band 
 Tone control also changes the AM bandwidth of the two IF stages 
 Ripple canceling winding on the field coil of the speaker 
 Power save switch 
 High sensitivity 
 Clear and loud sound 
 
 







 


 


 
 
Three internal views. The first picture shows the single electro-dynamic speaker, 
typical of old AM radios. In the middle, the multi-section variable capacitor used 
both for AM and for FM. Bottom, the complex lever plus cam-and-slide band switch 
that extends all under RF and IF stages. 


 
 


 


Keep them alive! 








Graetz Fantasia 1022, 1961 
 


 
 
 


 
 
 
This top radio was built around 1961. Its name, Luxus Stereosuper, is fully justified looking at 
its huge cabinet, about 64 by 37 by 26 cm, full of warm colors and of gold. The tuner section 
has four bands, three AM and one FM, with two indexes driven by the tuning knob on the 
right and selected by the band switch keys. Two IF amplifiers give an excellent sensitivity, to 
receive the weakest signals. A switch, driven by the largest knob on the right, selects the AM 
bandwidth. 







 
The stereo audio section has been designed to simply give the best. It uses seven tubes plus the 
triode section of the EABC80, as noise silencer. Each channel uses three triode section (one 
half ECC83 per section) and two EL95 connected in push-pull. There are four dynamic 
speakers, two large elliptic on the front and two round tweeters on the sides. There are treble 
and bass tone controls, plus three register keys, orchestra, solo, voice, and three function keys, 
space sound, full stereo and magic eye power off. On the left there are three coaxial knobs: the 
central one controls the volume of both channels, in the middle there is the balance control, 
while the rear knob rotates the ferrite AM antenna. 
 
The radio uses thirteen electron tubes, plus the selenium bridge rectifier: ECC85, ECH81, 
EF89, EF89, EABC80, ECC83, ECC83, ECC83, EL95, EL95, EL95, EL95, EM84, B250C125. 
 
Key features: 
 
 Top class stereo 
 
 Four bands, two tuning indexes, driven by a single knob 
 
 Two IF amplifier stages; variable AM bandwidth 
 
 Stereo amplifier: about 7 Watts per channel; four speakers 
 
 DIN connectors for turntable, tape recorder and for external speakers 
 
 Thirteen tubes plus the bridge rectifier 
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Radio Graetz Spitzen Super W176, 1954 
 


 
 
This beautiful and massive radio was built in 1953. The cabinet is finished in walnut-
root with golden decoration. The radio has four bands, including FM, and two tuning 
dials, one just for FM, with single tuning knob. Treble and bass tone controls. Push-
pull output stage with three speakers. Power save feature: when the volume control 
knob is in the normal seating, the plate voltage, and hence the output power is 
limited; the maximum output power can be reached by pulling out the volume control 
knob, when the push-pull switch on the shaft rises the plate voltage. Ten tubes plus 
selenium bridge rectifier: EC92, EC92, EF41, ECH81, EF41, EABC80, EC92, EL84, 
EL84, EM34, B250C140. 


 
Key features: 
 


 Five bands: two medium waves 
 Push-pull output stage; three speakers 
 Power save switch 
 Top sound 
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Radio Graetz Super 154 W, 1950 


 
This is a very early FM radio, built in 1951. The cabinet is finished in walnut-root. The radio has 
four bands, three AM, LW, MW, KW (or SW), and the FM one, covering the range from 87 to 102 
MHz. The tone knob, on the left side of the cabinet, also controls the AM bandwidth, changing the 
seating of an additional coupling coil inside the big IF transformer in the middle of the chassis. Four 
watts audio output stage, with electro-dynamic speaker and ripple canceling winding on the field 
coil. Power save feature, pulling the volume control knob, to reduce the plate voltage. Tubes are 
quite old: the FM tuner uses two rimlock pentodes EF42. The radio uses eight tubes plus the 
selenium bridge rectifier: EF42, EF42, ECH42, EBF80, EB41, EF43, EL41, EM4, AEG 300B100. 
 
Key Features: 
 Very early FM radio, 1951: FM ranges from 87 to 102 MHz 
 Tone control knob also varies the AM IF coupling and the bandwidth 
 Ripple canceling winding from the field coil of the dynamic speaker 
 Power save feature  
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Radio Graetz Melodia M 518 Raumklang Gross Super 
mit schallkompressor, 1956 


 
 


 
 
This radio, built around 1956-1957, looks very modern, due to its sharp corners and 
to the light colours. Its huge cabinet, the plenty of keys and knobs, the massive brass 
grid over the speakers, all talk of a high-class radio. Great care is given to the audio 
section, with treble and bass tone controls or alternate tone register keys, 3-D sound 
key and the impressive speaker system: two large elliptical wide band and a small 
conical mig-range on the front panel, plus two fluted radiators on each side, feeded 
by a single horn tweeter driver. Four speakers all driven by a single EL84, 4 watt 
output audio stage! Other features are quite common in German radios of the period. 
Quite unusual is the magic eye saving key button, which switches off the magic eye 
when not needed for tuning. Tubes: ECC85, ECH81, EF89, EABC80, EL84, EM34, 
plus the selenium bridge B250C75. 


 
Key features: 


 
 Two tuning dials, for AM and for FM, with single knob 
 Three tone register keys 
 Magic eye saving key switch 
 Four speakers; the horn tweeter drives two fluted radiators for 3D sound 
 Top sound! 


 







 
 
 


The two large elliptical speakers measure 25 x 15 cm. Top in the middle is the horn 
driver unit which feeds the two fluted radiators. Note that the speakers are all driven 
by a single EL84 output tube.  
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Radio Graetz Fantasia 1318 Luxus Stereo Super, 1964 
 


 
Here is the big sister of the Musica 1316L. It is one of the latest high performace tube radios, 
introduced in 1964. 3 bands AM plus FM. Solid-state stereo decoder; push-pull audio amplifiers, 
delivering about 7+7 W; treble and bass controls plus tone register keys. 8 tubes, 2 germanium 
diodes and 1 selenium rectifier, plus 3 or 4 Ge transistor and 6 Ge diodes in the stereo decoder. 
Tubes: ECC85, ECH81, EBF89, ECC83, ECC83, ECLL800, ECLL800, EMM803. The same 
chassis was used in the Praeludium steuergerat. 
 
Key features: 
 
 Push-pull stereo audio amplifier 
 Stereo decoder 
 DIN connectors for record player, tape recorder and external speakers 
 Clear, impressive sound 
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Radio Graetz Sinfonia 522 Raumklang-Spitzensuper 
mit schallkompressor, 1957 


 
 
 


 
 
This beautiful and impressive radio, made precious by the careful matching of 
golden and ivory over the redwood cabinet, was built in 1957 to give the best 
music to wealthy audiophiles. Like many other radio sets of its period, it has 
three AM bands plus FM, two tuning pointers, with a single tuning knob and a 
dual clutch mechanism selected by the band change keys. The built-in ferrite rod 
antenna can be oriented from the panel. Treble and bass controls, plus 
bandwidth switch and three push-button registers: the tone controls are 
ineffective, and their lights are switched off, when any tone register is selected. 
Seven tubes, plus the selenium bridge rectifier: ECC85, ECH81, EF89, EF89, 
EABC80, EL84, EM34, B250C75. 
 
The output power is around 4 watts: nevertheless the radio has a complex 
speaker system with two large elliptical speakers and one smaller elliptical 
tweeter on the front panel, plus the horn in the middle, driving two radiating 
fluted pipes on both sides. Details of the speaker system are given in the 
following pictures.  







 
 


View of the speaker system, including two large speakers, 25 x 15 cm, the smaller mid-range and 
the horn unit. Bottom, a detail of the horn driver and of the two organ-pipe radiators. 


 
Key features: 
 
 Double tuning dials, single knob 
 Two IF amplifiers; AM bandwidth control 
 Three audio register keys 
 Four speakers, including the high frequency horn driver with two fluted 


radiators on the cabinet sides for 3D sound. 
 Magic eye saving key  
 Top sound! 
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Radio Graetz Musica 1316L Stereo Gross Super mit FM Stereo Decoder, 1964 


 
This radio can be dated around the mid sixties. It is a good example of the latest tube radio in the 
medium-low segment. As usual, the set has four bands and two tuning indexes, activated by the 
band switches through a gearbox selector. FM ranges up to 104MHz. Separate tone controls for 
treble and bass, plus one tone register key. Stereophonic audio amplifier with balance control and 
two elliptic speakers on the front panel. FM stereo decoder, with dual function magic eye, both for 
channel tuning and for stereo reception. 
 
The tube count is extremely low, due to the use of multifunction tubes, of the selenium bridge 
rectifier and of semiconductor detector diodes. According to the technologies of its years, it was 
engineereed retaining a metal frame, to accommodate the transformers and other bulky components. 
The chassis also hosted the large printed circuit board, with four tubes, the IF transformers and the 
small components. The six electron tubes were: ECC85, ECH81, EBF89, ECC83, ELL80, 
EMM803. 
  
 Four bands, two tuning indexes, driven by a single knob 
 FM up to 104 MHz. Stereo FM decoder 
 Stereo amplifier with two speakers. Crystal clear sound. 
 Six tubes, including the dual function magic eye  
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